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The Georglan Alphabet

33 letters of the Mkhedruli s
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dbgMmymo sdFgmmmool 33 sbim

S0300930m0



All 33 letters - y3gms 33 sbm
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Mkhedruli has no capital letters. Apostrophes * mark ejective (sharp) consonants.
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8b90MYmMI0 0O SLMYOO 8O SMOL. S3MBEMMA0 * Fsbz0mMm (9EIIE0IM) MEBLAMZOL vMBb0TBLZL.



A short history of Georgian wriling

Georgian is written in its own alphabet, used for the Georgian language for about
fifteen centuries. Over time three writing systems developed, one growing out of the
other.

Asomtavruli

The oldest. Round, upright letters of equal height. The earliest dated Georgian
inscriptions come from the 5th century AD — for example in the Bolnisi Sioni church
(493-494) and at a Georgian monastery near Bethlehem. Medieval Georgian tradition
credits King Pharnavaz I (3rd century BC) with creating the alphabet; scholars still

debate its exact origin.

Nuskhuri

Smaller, more angular letters, used from about the 9th century, mainly in church

manuscripts. Together with Asomtavruli it forms the church script called Khutsuri.

Mkhedruli

From mkhedari, “horseman, knight”: the secular script. It appears around the 10th
century and slowly became the script of everyday life, including the 12th-century
epic The Knight in the Panther’s Skin by Shota Rustaveli. It is the alphabet taught in

schools and used for all modern Georgian.

MKkhedruli has no capital and small letters. Five letters of the older alphabet (G @ 3 g
3) were dropped in the 19th century, which leaves the 33 letters in this book.

In 2016 UNESCO inscribed the “Living culture of three writing systems of the
Georgian alphabet” on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity. UNESCO calls the first script Mrgvlovani (Asomtavruli). All three are still
in use today: Mkhedruli everywhere, Asomtavruli and Nuskhuri mainly in the

church.



JomMmIYmo odfgmemmool dmzmg obLEMMOS

JoMmymo 968 LEZYMNSMO $6d8b0M 0fgMgds, MMIHMOE WsSHMMGO0m MLYMIYE0
LoY3YO0L FobISZMMO8T0 Fo8M0Yg090s. MMM FoHBEZMMOST0 L0 IFgMHTMd
30030m0MEY, §MHM0 gmmoLgsl.

sbmAmsgzmymo

1d39maLo. IMa3mMMmM3s60, LEMMO SLMYO0. SMSMOMIONMO JoMMYMO FoMFaMYoowsb
Y39msdY sM06IMO V Loy3nboLss — 8ogsmoms, 0MmmMmboLOL Lombol foMfgmes (493—
494) s 09mMYImsb 805N JoMmmMPo dMBsLEMOL HoMFgMmgdo. JoMmmymo Tys
LOY3Y069900L BMOOE0S $BOOOL TgJabsl 09339 BeMBS3sDL (dg. §. 1T L.) Bosfgmu;
333tm93M900 Aol OYLE) FoMHIMIMOSDY MYIWY 3oBsMMOYD.

byLbyMo

IR3MOM §3MH0MO, 390bm3zsbo sLMYO0; edmoygbgds ssbmmgdom IX boy3nbowsb,
doM0MdWS© BBY3MILOM bYMBLHIMYOT0. SLMIMSZMYMM SO JMMSE JIboL Logzmglom
o3 gMmmmosL — byEgmMu.

dbgmymwo

L0EY30050 ,,0bxESMO“ — LEYMM BFIMHEMOS. ADWYOS VSHMMYGOom X BY3n0930 O
M0sm1b ymM3z9gmEmoymMo sdfgmmmos brgods, dom dmmol Imms Mybmsgzgmol XII
LoY3900L 3MYds ,39B3LOLEAYSMBBOL® LLHIMSSE. BLHMMYL 68 s60SOL FLFogmmMO M
L3MMBT0 s FoLDY 0§gMY0s MY MBBBTYOMMZY JoMNIMO.

dbgMYMT0 0O WS 35EVMS SLMYO0 8O SMOL. d39mM0o vb0sBOL bymo sbm (B 2 3 g &) XIX
LOY3Y06980 SBMZM, SBOEAMI ML 33 SLM g3s0d3L — LFMMyw oLbBo 8d Fogbdoo.

2016 gl 0ybgLzma ,,Jommymo s60560L Bsdo sFIMHMMO0L FMEbomo JYMAEYMS“
30(3MOMOMOOL 8M1BSBIM0sMYMO 3YMEYMHO 89833000MGMO0L FoMmBmMAsg)bmmmdom
Losdo g0 sbs. 0969L3M 30M39eM EIFgMMMOSL ,,8MFZIMMZSOL* (SLMTMSINYML)

70myoL. LEB03g PWILLE FodM0YxHg0s: FDYHLMIYMO — Y39MMES0, SLMIMSIMHNO O
OnLbyMHO — doMOMBSW J3MaLOsT0.
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ani- obo

/a/ - like a in father

Oy
doni - combo
/d/ - like d in dog
o7
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zeni- 9960

/z/ - like z in zoo
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bani - 0560
b/ - like b in boy
(0]
eni- 960
/e/ - like e in bed
(02¢]
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tani - msbo

[t/ - aspirated t, as in top

]
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gani - gubo
/g/ - like g in go
00
Vv
vini - 3060
/v/ - like v in van
09

l
ini-0bo

/i/ - like ee in see



This is a free sample - 9L go3sbm 6007808

You have seen the cover, the overview of all 33 letters, the history of Georgian writing and the first
nine letters in large size. The full version — every letter on its own large card, with transliteration,

name and sound - is coming soon and will be unlocked with a gift code.

9396 bobgm ywe, Yzgms 33 sbmb dodmbom3as, JoMmymo sdfgmmmool obEmMMos s 300390
3bMs LM 0O BMBom. LMY 3gMHLOS — MOMMIYMMO SLM O OSMIMDY, EMSOLENOEGYMSE00M,
Lobgmoms s B3gM0M — Bsemg 06908 O LELSAYIMY 3O FooblLbYOs.

To learn to write the letters, stroke by stroke, see our workbook Georgian Alphabet: Learn to Write
at chiorabooks.com.

Sample pages only — please do not redistribute. Letters set in Noto Serif Georgian and Italiana, both under the SIL Open Font License
1.1. Transliteration follows the Georgian national system (2002). © 2026 Chiora Books.



